RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
It was amusing to hear Roscoe's treatment in his lectures of the idea of atoms; when he was dealing with the law of chemical combination in multiple proportions he could not altogether evade it, but he obviously regarded it as somewhat flighty and Bohemian, and though it was evidently related to this very respectable and indispensable law, it was just as well not to parade the relationship. It was the irony of fate for Roscoe twenty years afterwards to discover, in the rooms of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society, Dalton's diary, which showed that, contrary to the view which he and others had held, it was the atomic theory that led to the law of chemical combination, and not that law to the atomic theory. Roscoe forgot that though a theory might be Bohemian it might be the parent of very respectable facts.
^His courses of lectures were carefully arranged, were clear, and illustrated by plenty of experiments, which almost invariably came off. Once, when one did not, he rose to the occasion. He had told the class that when the contents of one test-tube were poured into those of another, the latter would turn blue. His assistant, Heywood, tried the experiment but something had gone amiss and the tube turned a bright red. He said, " Hold the tube up, Heywood, so that the class may see it. You see, gentlemen, what a beautiful and very peculiar blue it is.".) If you remembered his lectures you would have a very useful knowledge of the properties of the chemical elements. I did not for my own part find them very inspiring, though no doubt those who were already interested in chemistry found them very interesting. His Lessons in Elementary Chemistry contained a surprisingly large amount of information in a comparatively small space. It had an enormous circulation, over 200,000 copies having been sold by 1906. 28